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Offset of Personal Consumption Expenseso fIB 275
Senate Committee on Business. Labor and Economic Affairs
March 2l,20ll
9:00 am

John S. Joyce, MD
16ll Zimmennan Trail
Billings, MT 59102
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This legislative proposal is of vital importance to me both as aphysician and as a

partner in a small business that employs over 20 people. Deducting personal economic

consurnption from future lost earnings in survival actions is critical to preventing

excessive jury awards. Ultimately, these awards are paid by a medical malpractice

insurer, who will in fum raise their malpractice insurance premiums. Rising malpractice

insurance premiums contribute to business overhead and negatively effect the financial

health of any medical practice, placing its employees at risk for cuts in compensatio&

benefits, and even positions.

Statistically, as an Obstetrician-Gynecologist,I will become the defendant of

several malpractice claims throughout my career. Knowing that personal economic

consumption is deducted from future lost earnings will provide economic security to my

practice and all of those it supports. I recognize and support the need for individuals to

seek appropriate compensation from medical malpractice, but this compensation needs to

be done in a fair and honest way. This bill will accomplish this goal.

Respectfully submitted,
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John S. Jpyce MD



Reduce Statute of Limitations for Medical Malpractice Actions
Senate Commitee os Business*Labor and Economic-Atrairs.
March 2l,20ll
9:00

John S. Joyce MD
161I Zimmemran Trail
Billings, MT 59102

As an Obstehician-Gynecologist, every baby I deliver enables me to become part

of a family's most intimate and joyous occasion. It is a blessing that bears a tremendous

amount of responsibility, sometimes placing me in situations in which I have little

control. In a high-risk field such as Obstetrics, it is statistically inevitable that I will be

faced with several malpractice lawsuits throughout my career. Decreasing the stafute of

limitations from 3 to 2 years will provide closure for myself and other physicians, and

reduce the length of time we may be subject to unknown medical liability.

Reducing the statute of limitations from 3 to2 years will ensure quick

adjudication of the rights of all parties involved, and decrease the amount of frivolous and

stale claims currently clogging the system. Furthermore, this legislation will enable

Montana to be congruent with its neighboring states--North Dakota" South Dakota, Idaho,

Wyoming--all r,vho have2 year medical malpractice statute of limitations.

Respectfi rlly Submitted
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As an Obstetician-Gynecologist, every baby I deliver enables me to become part

of a family's most intimate and joyous occasion. It is a blessing that bears a tremendous

amount of responsibility, sometimes placing me in situations in which I have little

control. In a high-risk field such as Obstetrics, it is statistically inevitable that I will be

faced with several malpractice lawsuits throughout my career. Decreasing the statute of

limitations from 3 to 2 years will provide closure for myself and other physicians, and

reduce the length of time we may be subject to unknown medical tiability.

Reducing the statute of limitations from 3 to2 years will ensure quick

adjudication of the rights of all parties involved, and decrease the amount of frivolous and

stale claims currently clogging the system. Furthermore, this legislation will enable

Montana to be congruent with its neighboring states--North Dakota" South Dakota, Idaho,

wyoming--allwho have2 year medical malpractice statute of limitations.

Respectfirlly Submified,
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